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Today, some sunshine, then cloudy, 
colder, high 42. Tonight, mostly 
cloudy, low 33. Tomorrow, rather 
cloudy, snow or flurries possible, 
high 37. Weather map is on Page A18. 
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Endless Rape 
As War Refuge 


Turns to Terror 


Fleeing Boko Haram, 
to Cruel Protectors 


By DIONNE SEARCEY 


MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — The 
camp was supposed to be arefuge. 
Falmata’s life had been stolen by 
war ever since the sixth grade, 
when she was abducted from her 
home and raped repeatedly by 
Boko Haram’s fighters for the 
next three years. 

She finally escaped last spring, 
slipping into the bush while her 
captors slept. Fourteen years old 
and alone, she made it to a camp 
for victims of the war, and had just 
settled in for the night when she 
heard footsteps outside her tent. A 
security officer’s voice instructed 
her to come out. Frightened, she 
obeyed. 

He took her to his quarters, she 
said, and raped her. 

Hours later, after she had re- 
turned to her tent, another officer 
arrived, she said. He raped her, 
too. 

“The same day I was brought 
there, soldiers started coming to 
rape me,” Falmata said. “They did 
it one after another. I’m not even 
sure those two knew about each 
other.” 

Rape has been a defining horror 
of the war with Boko Haram, 
which has consumed northeast- 
ern Nigeria for eight years and 
spread beyond its borders. At 
least 7,000 women and girls have 
endured Boko Haram’s sexual vio- 
lence, the United Nations esti- 
mates. Militants kidnap and rape 
young girls, teenagers and wom- 
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Falmata, 14, was raped repeat- 
edly by Boko Haram fighters. 


en, handing them out as so-called 
brides who are sometimes passed 
from fighter to fighter. 

But Nigerian security forces 
have also raped victims of the war, 
preying on the people they are as- 
signed to protect. Dozens of cases 
of rape, sexual violence and sexu- 
al exploitation were reported in 
seven camps in Borno State last 
year alone, carried out by guards, 
camp officials, security officers 
and members of civilian vigilante 
groups, the United Nations says. 

More than a year ago, the Ni- 
gerian government pledged to in- 
vestigate the allegations of rape in 
camps for people displaced by the 
war, saying that “these very dis- 
tressing reports will not be taken 


Continued on Page Al2 
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Senator Al Franken, arriving at the Capitol with his wife, Franni Bryson, on Thursday, made an emotional speech on the Senate floor. 


On Tax Plan, 
It’s President 
Vs. His Peers 


This article is by Shane Gold- 
macher, Maggie Haberman and 
Kate Kelly. 


When President Trump re- 
turned to his hometown on Satur- 
day for a day of fund-raisers, his 
third and final check-collecting 
stop was the Park Avenue home of 
Stephen A. Schwarzman, where 
the crowd included some of Mr. 
Trump’s old New York friends and 
real estate colleagues. 

Some in the group, including 
Mr. Schwarzman, a founder of the 
private equity Blackstone Group, 
have been among those pushing 
the Trump administration to 
change the Republican tax pack- 
age that is making its way through 
Congress — in particular to save 
the ability to deduct state and lo- 
cal taxes from federal returns. 

Richard LeFrak, a developer 
and longtime friend of Mr. 
Trump’s who has been among 
those lobbying, asked about what 
changes the president wanted to 
see. 

“LeFrak always has a ques- 
tion,” Mr. Trump mocked. 

Mr. Trump was vague in his re- 
sponse, giving some in the room 
the impression he was open to 
their concerns. Others were less 
certain. And Mr. Trump concluded 
by poking fun at his wealthy sup- 
porters’ complaints. “You guys 
seem to be doing O.K.,” he said 
dryly. 

Continued on Page A20 
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Keystone of Mideast Talks 
Is Abruptly Sent Askew 


This article is by Mark Landler, 
David M. Halbfinger and Isabel 
Kershner. 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump, in formally recognizing 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 
on Wednesday, declared that the 
United States still supported a 
two-state solution to settle the 
conflict between the Israelis and 
Palestinians, provided it was 
“agreed to by both sides.” 

For the first time in his 26 
years as a peacemaker, the chief 
negotiator for the Palestinians 
did not agree. 

Saeb Erekat, the secretary 


general of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization and a steadfast 
advocate for a Palestinian state, 
said in an interview on Thursday 
that Mr. Trump and Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu of 
Israel “have managed to destroy 
that hope.” He embraced a radi- 
cal shift in the P.L.O/s goals — to 
a single state, but with Palestin- 
ians enjoying the same civil 
rights as Israelis, including the 
vote. 

“They’ve left us with no op- 
tion,” he said. “This is the reality. 
We live here. Our struggle should 


Continued on Page A9 


‘It Burns, and It Keeps Burning’ in California Hills 


By JENNIFER MEDINA 
and JACK HEALY 


LOS ANGELES — The flames 
raced across brittle hillsides like 
advancing armies. Up and down 
Southern California’s canyons and 
coastlines, they stormed into 
neighborhoods and engulfed 
homes where people were using 
sprinklers and garden hoses as a 
last, desperate defense against 
the wind-driven wildfires. 

On Thursday, the hot, dry winds 
sparked new fires in San Diego 
and Riverside Counties and up the 
coast. Nearly 200,000 people were 
forced to evacuate, and residents 
in areas already charred by wild- 
fire worried that the strength- 
ening, erratic winds could ignite 
new fires at any moment. 

Fire and smoke forced intermit- 


Flames consumed a home in Ojai, Calif., on Thursday. Hot, dry winds sparked several new fires. 


200,000 People Flee as 


New Fires Break Out, 
Closing Highways 


tent closures of the 101 freeway — 
the main coastal route north from 
Los Angeles — between Ventura 
and Santa Barbara, along with 
several secondary highways and 
smaller roads. On Wednesday, it 
had been portions of the 405 free- 
way closed, which sent long lines 
of traffic onto surface streets. 
Several new fires cropped up, 
including one in San Diego County 
that spread to more than 2,000 
acres in five hours, destroying and 
damaging a relatively small num- 
ber of homes but threatening at 


least 1,000 more. 

Across the region, people wiped 
stinging smoke from their eyes 
and huddled inside to avoid the 
scrim of acrid air. They stood in 
their front yards and prayed. They 
sifted through their charred 
homes, fled to evacuation shelters 
and said that even in this wildfire- 
prone state, they had never con- 
fronted late-season blazes as fast 
and ferocious as these. 

“We’ve always been under 
threat of fire; were used to it,” 
said Suzanne White, who drove 
past curtains of flames above the 
101 freeway as she fled her home in 
the mountain-fringed town of Ojai. 
“But this year, the fires are raging 
so fast and furiously that you can’t 
get ahead of them.” 

“It burns,” she said, “and it 
keeps burning.” 


Continued on Page A16 
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FRANKEN, BRUISED 
BY ACCUSATIONS, 
WILL QUIT SENATE 


PRESSED BY DEMOCRATS 


Apparent Bid for High 
Ground as Charges of 
Harassment Swirl 


This article is by Sheryl Gay Stol- 
berg, Yamiche Alcindor and Nicho- 
las Fandos. 


WASHINGTON — Senator Al 
Franken of Minnesota, in an emo- 
tional speech on the Senate floor, 
announced on Thursday that he 
would resign from Congress, the 
most prominent figure in a grow- 
ing list of lawmakers felled by 
charges of sexual harassment or 
indiscretions. 

At turns defiant and mournful 
but hardly contrite, Mr. Franken 
called it “the worst day of my poli- 
tical life,” as he denied allegations 
of groping and improper ad- 
vances from at least six women. 
Instead, as his Democratic col- 
leagues looked on, he took a part- 
ing shot at President Trump and 
Roy S. Moore, the Republican can- 
didate for Senate in Alabama; 
both have also been accused of 
sexual misconduct. 

“I, of all people, am aware that 
there is some irony in the fact that 
I am leaving while a man who has 
bragged on tape about his history 
of sexual assault sits in the Oval 
Office, and a man who has repeat- 
edly preyed on young girls cam- 
paigns for the Senate with the full 
support of his party,” Mr. Franken 
said. 

Hours later, Representative 
Trent Franks, Republican of Ari- 
zona, resigned after the House 
Ethics Committee opened an in- 
vestigation into allegations of sex- 
ual harassment — a move that 
made him the third member of 
Congress to leave under a cloud of 
claims of sexual impropriety in 
three days. On Tuesday, Repre- 
sentative John Conyers Jr., Demo- 
crat of Michigan and the longest- 
serving African-American in 
House history, also quit. 

The dizzying series of depar- 
tures comes during a national 
reckoning over sexual miscon- 
duct in the workplace that has 
cost men their jobs across the 
spectrum of American life, includ- 
ing in the entertainment and me- 
dia industries, the arts, academia 
and now, politics. As accusations 
of sexual improprieties continue 
to swirl on Capitol Hill, lawmakers 
have struggled with how to re- 
spond. 

Democrats and their leaders 
forced Mr. Conyers and Mr. Frank- 
en out in a succession of seem- 
ingly coordinated statements that 
made clear that their continued 
presence would be untenable. Mr. 
Franken stepped down one day af- 
ter nearly all the Senate’s Demo- 
cratic women — and most Demo- 
cratic men, including the top two 
leaders — called for him to resign. 

Democrats appear determined 


Continued on Page A19 


REPUBLICAN TO RESIGN Aides to 
Representative Trent Franks 
complained he asked them to be a 
surrogate for his baby. PAGE A19 


Targeting the Left on Hidden Camera and Winning Trump’s Raves 


By KENNETH P. VOGEL 


WASHINGTON — Days after 
Donald J. Trump launched his 
presidential campaign in June 
2015, James O’Keefe, the conser- 
vative disrupter famous for trying 
to use secret recordings to embar- 
rass liberals and journalists, vis- 
ited Trump Tower and gave Mr. 
Trump a preview of his latest hid- 
den camera video intended to un- 
dermine Hillary Clinton. 

The footage, widely dismissed 


after it was released some weeks 
later, showed officials from Mrs. 
Clinton’s presidential campaign 
appearing to accept a payment for 
campaign swag from a Canadian 
woman at a Clinton campaign 
rally — in violation, Mr. O’Keefe 
contended, of election laws bar- 
ring campaign contributions from 
foreigners. 

Mr. Trump had been promoting 
Mr. O’Keefe’s work for years anda 
few weeks earlier had donated 
$10,000 from his foundation to Mr. 


Activist Faces Backlash 
Over Failed Stings 


O’Keefe’s group. At the meeting in 
his office, Mr. Trump praised the 
new video and pledged more 
money. As the campaign pro- 
gressed, he pointed to other vid- 
eos as evidence of his false accu- 
sations that Mrs. Clinton paid peo- 
ple to cause violence at Trump 


campaign rallies, and since his in- 
auguration he and his team have 
continued to highlight Mr. 
O’Keefe’s work as evidence of the 
president’s repeated claims that 
the news media is peddling “fake 
news.” 

So these should be good times 
for Mr. O’Keefe. He has an ally in 
the Oval Office who shares his 
views. The nonprofit group he 
started in 2010, Project Veritas, 
and an affiliated political arm 


Continued on Page A21 
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North Charleston, S.C. 


Officer in Killing Gets 20 Years 


Michael T. Slager was sentenced for 
shooting an unarmed motorist, Walter 
Scott, in a racially charged case in 


A Choice of Black and White 
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Giving the Heisman Its Patina 


How the Oklahoma company that 
produces the coveted college football 
award uses an ancient casting process 
to make each trophy unique. 
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WEEKEND ARTS C1-30 
The Best Books of 2017 


This was a year when books, like the 
rest of us, tried valiantly to keep up 


Amid racial tensions in 1962, an Illinois 
couple made a decision that sent two 
girls on diverging paths. PAGE A14 


Fighting for Net Neutrality 


A scrappy Worcester, Mass., nonprofit 
has helped lead the charge against 


‘Taxi Therapy’ in Italy 


Caterina Bellandi gives free rides and 
adds a colorful note to the lives of young 


Bobby Cannavale Plays Tough 


Martin Scorsese loves him. Ethan 
Hawke calls him ferocious. Isn’t it time 
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